HEF Newsletter   18 January  2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Volunteers are crucial to so much conservation work, and this blog on the forum website - Volunteering by the sea: Restoring Culbin Bar -  by David Tompkins, RSPB shows just what a difference volunteers are making. David is also looking for new volunteers to lend a hand. Get in touch with David @ david.tompkins@rspb.org.uk I don't manage it often enough, but can certainly recommend it! 
From the other side of the globe - but quite incredible -Nothing but fish nests’: huge icefish colony found in Antarctic sea - 60 million ice fish nests over 150 miles of seabed.
And if you were interested in the Community Woodlands Association newsletter last week, you might like to take a look at their instagram account.
National Policy
· Scottish Wild Salmon Strategy published
Research
· Major new study shows role beavers could play in restoring Scotland's rivers
· 30,000 new enzymes eat plastic
· Red squirrel numbers hurt by planting of 'non-native' trees
Report
· Nature prescriptions helping hundreds of patients in Edinburgh (Thanks to Emily at Lantra for sharing)
Funding
· More funding for nature restoration
News
· New deep-sea soft coral species discovered
· Cod protection move sparks fishermen's anger
· ScotWind offshore wind leasing delivers major boost to Scotland’s net zero aspirations
· The Crown Estate invests over £12million in new research to help protect the UK marine environment
Blog
· Give farmers the ecological advice they need and want!
· Plantlife - Mountain Plants: An Uncertain Future
· Celebrating our Machair
Jobs
· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative, Volunteer and Communications Officer. Contract to October 2022. Closing date 23rd Jan 

· Seasonal Ranger - Forestry and Land Scotland (5 posts). Closing date 23rd Jan 

· RSPB, Nature and Wellbeing Project Manager. 12-month contract Closing date 26th Jan
· John Muir Trust, HR and Training Manager. Closing date 27th Jan
· Butterfly Conservation Wild Spaces Manager. Closing date 30 Jan 

· Cairngorms National Park Authority, Volunteering Manager. Contract to May 2023. Closing date 31 Jan 

· Rewilding Britain, Policy and Campaigns Coordinator. Closing date 4th Feb
· Cairngorms Connect Community Learning Officer, RSPB Abernethy.Permanent, part-time. Closing date 14th Feb 
· Salmon & Trout Conservation, Farmed Salmon Campaign Manager. 3-year contract. Closing date 20th Feb
· Scottish Woodlands, Graduate Development Programme. Closing date 22 Feb
Volunteer
· 6-month volunteer, Visitor experience assistant, RSPB Abernethy
Events
Inverness N4H Nature Walks for Wellbeing in Jan and Feb - poster attached.

· 20 Jan @ 12.00 - 12.30, EBNet: Biological and Technological Solutions to Microplastic Pollution 

· 20 Jan @ 19.30 - 21.00 Biodiversity for all: the North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership 

· 20 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.00 Climate, Planning and Communities Webinar with APRS An introduction to how the new Scottish planning regulations might help tackle the climate emergency and how local communities can engage with the planning system, from the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland

· 26th Jan @ 18.00 - 19.30 Introduction to Scotland's reptiles from ARC

· 21 and 27 Jan @ 12.30 - 13.30 Environmental Standards Scotland information sessions 21st - community groups and members of the public, 27th - anyone
· 22 Jan and 26 Feb Introduction to Seed Saving in Scotland, The Gaia Foundation

February
Spring into action with Plantlife - lots of plant-related talks and webinars throughout February

Osprey Foundation Becoming A Conservation Leader 28th Feb – 25th May 2022 - for afe 18 - 35 yrs

· 3 Feb at 14.00 and at 19.00 North Highlands and Islands Climate Action Hub: Information Session - 14.00, and 19.00 

· 8 Feb @ 19.00 A Pine Marten's Year, High Life Highland Countryside Rangers 

· 9 Feb @ 11.00 - 13.00 The Historic Environment in Community Woodlands Workshop 

· 9 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00 Rewilding and Scotland’s Moorlands: a discussion 

· 24 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00,  Woodland Creation for Biodiversity: What to consider? Practical examples 

· 26 Feb Introduction to Seed Saving in Scotland, The Gaia Foundation

· 29 Feb @ 09.00 - 14.00, Practical Skills Solutions for a Changing Climate, Lantra Scotland

March
22 Mar @ 09.30 - 15.30 British Dragonfly Society Spring Meeting
April
· 1 April @ 13.00 to 14.00 Polling the Pollinators: Taking part in the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme
· 13th April - 18th May Field Studies Council online - Discovering Bees 
May
· 1-30th May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths
With regards,
Caroline
unsubscribe
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Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Highland Environment Forum (HEF) was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year, organise annual biodiversity and invasive species conferences, and set up working groups as required.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and NatureScot
